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Hold On To
Your Shiry!
I¥’s a LOUD
Countey!!

Cooder Graw has
taken the state, and the
country, by storm these
past two years. Made up
of your basic bunch of
Texas good ol" boys, the
group has gone from play-
ing local 100 seat venues
to opening for national
acts this past year like
Asleep at the Wheel, Willie
Nelson, Alabama, and Ty
Herndon to name just a
few.

The experience of
one of their live shows can
best be described as earth
rockin’. The kind that
makes you vibrate all over
for an hour afterwards.

The release of their
self titled debut album on
independent label Three-
to-One Records in 1999,
drew a lot of attention.

Originally, the group
was started as a cover
band and a way for the
members to make some
extra money while keep-
ing their day jobs. It has
grown from there to a
group of professional



[image: image2.jpg]musicians and songwrit-
ers.

“Who'd a thunk it,”
laughs Matt Martindale,
lead singer, songwriter,
and former attorney. .
“We didn't start out
with grand ideas in mind.
We just wanted to have
some fun and make a
buck. Once we started
playing together it just
kind of evolved and took
over our lives.”

The group is made
up of Matt Martindale, Joe
Ammons on drums, Paul
Baker on bass, Kelly
Turner on lead guitar, and
Jim Wisenhut on steel gui-
tar.

They make it look
easy on stage with their
rowdy antics and fabulous
sound. Behind the scenes,
is a serious group of hard
working men trying to
make all the right moves
toward a lasting career.
“We've all quit our day
jobs now, so we are total-
ly focused on making this
happen,” says Joe.

They are definitely
making it happen. Playing
more than 200 shows a
year and traveling con-
stantly, the group has still
been able to turn out a
new live album that will be
released in January of
2001.

“We really wanted to
capture the live show that
is so popular with our

fans. This album was
recorded at the Golden
Light Cantina in Amarillo
and contains some of the
favorite tunes from our
first album in a live for-
mat, as well as some new
cuts,” says Matt.

Cooder Graw is
making their mark with
their original sound and
ability to entertain a
crowd.

“There's more to it
than just having a good
song,” says Paul Baker,
base guitarist for the
group. “People expect to
be entertained when they
spend their money to go
to a show, and that’s what
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we try to do.”

Radio air play across
the country, and especial-
ly in Texas has been
Dy invaluable for the
group.

“We really want to
thank all the radio stations
that put us on the air
these past two years,”
says Matt. “It's really
hard, when you'’re on a
small label, with a shoe-
string budget, to get air
play. The stations that
have listened to us, liked
what they heard and put
us on. We can't say
thanks enough to them.”

The new release,
titled Segundo can be
picked up at music stores
across Texas or ordered
from their web site at
www.coodergraw.com.

For more informa-
tion on Cooder Graw, or to
book a performance, con-
tact: Bobby Turner at
Attaboy Management.
(972)712-2032 or email -
turnerb2000@home.com.
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