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We sat on a comfortable couch in
the home/gallery of Kenneth Wyatt in Tulia,
TX not too long ago, surrounded by huge
hewn logs that extend from the first floor to
the open loft of the second. Kenneth is
open, honest and just plain nice. He looks
a bit like everyone’s favorite granddad,
quick to laugh and eager to talk about the
work he loves so much.

SB: Many people are well acquainted with
you and your work, but for those who
aren’t tell me how you got started.

KW: I started out as a Methodist preacher.
I really enjoyed preaching and speaking to
people. After 30 years of preaching, I took
a sabbatical for a year and started on a
speaking circuit giving talks and speeches
on a variety of subjects to a broad range of
people. It was at one of these speaking
engagements in Dallas, where a man was
being honored with a life-size portrait that
had been painted by Demitri Vail. I was
doodlin’, nervously on a napkin. I think I
was drawing a mule. He noticed what I had
done and asked if I painted. I said no and
he told me that I should. After that he invit-
ed me to his home and talked to me at
length about art and painting. I decided I
could really do this. I began to paint and
after a few months, got involved in an art
auction in Amarillo with John McCarty. It
was really pretty scarry-I mean what if no
one bids? The piece I had in the auction
went pretty high and with a lot of pushing
from John, I started painting full time .

SB: When did you begin to sculpt?

KW: After 6 or 7 years of painting I want-
ed to try some different things, so I
branched out. Now I design jewelry, and
do all types of sculpting, as well as paint-
ing.

SB: How many pieces have you done to
date?

KW: Well, let’s see now. I've been painting
for 30 years, and I have thousands of
pieces I have done-so far, if you include
every type of art work I do.

SB: Who are the biggest collectors of your
work?

KW: There are quite a number of individ-
ual collectors. The biggest purchasers tend
to be Banks and Institutions. Many people
have one or two of my pieces.

SB: When do you plan to retire?

KW: Never. I will do this as long as I can
hold a paintbrush. My head is full of paint-
ings I still want to do.

You can visit Kenneth Wyatt’s
Gallery in Tulia, TX Monday-Friday, 8 am-
5 pm and Saturday 10 am- 2 pm. The
gallery is located at 310 Commanche Trail.
Be prepared for a hospitable welcome from
the artist and his wonderful wife, Veda.
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