[image: image1.jpg]A short twelve years ago,
\a local school teacher
decided to begin a new
,. \career. After 15 years of
% teaching, she worried
ej\a that her salary would
not be enough to put
her two boys through
we=—"college. In

office and started writing, and writ-| .
ing, and writing. This year, with 13[;
novels and four short story collec-
tions to her credit, Jodi reigns as
the undisputed queen of Texas|
Historical Romance. 3
Her latest book, To Wed in
Texas, made the USA Today and
New York Times best seller lists.
She has received
national awards for her writing
including 2 National R.I.T.A.
awards(the top award i
romance writing). We sat down and
talked to Jodi recently about her career.

Your books are Historical Romances written
about Texas and Texans. Why did you choose
to write about Texas specifically?

"My grandparents told me stories of traveling
west in a covered wagon, and living in a
dugout as early settlers of the Texas
Panhandle. After five generations of family liv-
ing in this area, it just seemed natural to write
about it.”

One thing that sets your books apart is the well
developed relationships within your

___emotionally, it makes them seem less real.

novels.Why do you devote so much time to this
part of each book?

" I used to read Zane Grey, and Louis L’Amour
books as a child and I absolutely loved them,
with the western setting and action. One thing
that I felt was missing from these stories was
the romantic relationships. When characters
never really get involved with one another

mThere are four great motivators of
Ipeople- hate, greed, fear and love.
Many writers will spend entire novels
\ linvolving their characters in hate,
. (greed, or fear and leave love out.
W' \[Humans are not that shallow. Love is a

huge motivating factor in our everyday
v “llives as well as the lives of my charac-

= ters. To write a story and leave romance

your family say about the steamy romantic
scenes?’

romance
‘Write  like

writing,

cumstances instead o
worrying

husband and sons are very
supportive of my work. ”
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[image: image2.jpg]The business side of writing is largely misun-
derstood by the general public. How does it
work, exactly?

" There are a number of common misconcep-
tions about writing books. One is that if you
get a book published, you can retire wealthy.
That is just not so. A book takes about nine
months to write. Then it takes another year or
so to be published. Right now I am working on
a book that won't be published until 2001-so
there is a lot of hurry up and wait. The return
to the writer is only around 8% of the cover
price. Even if you sell thousands of books,
that’s not much money for 9 months of work.
The hard part is, the first few books don’t sell
all that many copies so you basically starve.
After you become more well known, your
income increases with each book as sales
increase, but it is a long hard road.”

What advice do you have for would be writers?

"Start by taking a few creative writing courses.
Most of all, just write. In the classes I teach on
occasion, I have my students hang a stop
watch around their necks to measure the time
they actually spend writing. For most of them
this is really an eye opener. If you want to be
a professional writer, but find that you only
actively write 8-10 hours per week then that’s
not enough. You have to be writing 20-30
hours a week if you want to do this full time.”

What does the future hold for Jodi?

“In January, my first novel Beneath the Texas
Sky, will be rereleased. It was originally
released in 1988. I didn't sell very many of
them, as I was a total unknown at the time,
and it has been out of print for ten years.Now
that I have a great base of loyal fans, the pub-
lisher thought the timing was good for a rere-
lease. In March of next year, my new novel
Twilight in Texas will hit the market. As time
goes on, my novels are moving into the realm
of Historical Fiction. I have a devoted following
of men as well as women who read my books
so it is natural that my books are becoming
more mainstream. A movie deal would be real-
ly great at some point.”

Jodi Thomas

Meet the author

Jodi will be speaking, along with
Kimberly Willis Holt, at the Book
and Author Dinner sponsored by
the Amarillo Public Library on
November 1, 2000. Tickets may
be purchased by calling
(806)378-3045. Jodi and
Kimberly will be signing books
prior to, and after the dinner
along with many other Panhandle
authors.
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