“Writing the Great American Novel”

Syllabus

Instructor: Dee Burks

Course Description: Practical step-by-step instruction for writing the Blockbuster Novel. Topics include how to craft a story that will sell, what to expect of the current publishing industry, and how to find an editor or agent. Students will have the opportunity to read their work in class and receive feedback. Please note: This class will concentrate entirely on writing book-length fiction for publication.

Course Length: 24 Hours / 8- Three Hour Sessions      
Class #1 

Discussion of class format and content. We will discuss publishing trends and what the writer can expect of the current publishing industry. 

Class #2

Discussion of the five elements of a story; Plot, Characterization, Conflict, Dialogue, and Multi-layered Storytelling. Focus this session on Plot and Characterization.

Class #3

Continue discussion of five elements of a story. Focus this session on Conflict and Dialogue.

Class #4

Continue discussion of five elements of a story. Focus this session on Multi-layered Storytelling and how to weave all five elements together to craft a story that will sell.

Class #5

Dealing with Taboo subjects. This will be a discussion on how the writer deals will difficult themes and elements of a story. From writing a good sex scene to how to handle sensitive subjects such as rape and abuse, this class will address familiar taboos all writers deal with. There will also be a Q&A session to address specific areas of concern for students. Student Reading as time allows.
Class #6

This will be a resource class for writers. We will discuss Contests, Conferences, Critique Groups and the Serious Writer’s Library. Student Reading as time allows.
Class #7

The next step: Finding an Agent and/or Editor. This class will be a discussion of what steps to take once your book is completed. Student Reading as time allows.
Class #8

What happens after you sell? This class will be a discussion of the publishing process after the book is sold, from the first edits to the final placement on the shelf. Student Reading as time allows.
