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[image: image2.jpg]“We grew up in
Pennsylvania listening to
the Everly brothers.
They really influenced
our harmonies. We
used to spend hours

\and hours practicing
and perfecting our
sound. As we got
older, the family har-
mony of the Judds drew us
to country music. Our music is
different in that it still carries the influ-
ence of the pop and rock that surrounded us
in Philadelphia,” says Jennifer.

‘Different’ is right. The Kinleys draw a fan base
that enjoys the type of music produced by Bonnie Raitt,
Stevie Nicks, and Sheryl Crow as well as traditional coun-
try fans. “We write many of our own songs, and sing only
what really speaks to us emotionally. We don't stop and
think what classification or type of music it is. We sing
what we like and our fans seem to appreciate that,”
Jennifer ads.

Many people associate the Kinleys with the hit
song ‘Somebody’s Out There Watching’ from the Touched
By An Angel soundtrack which has sold to just under the
double platinum level. This hit was included as a bonus
cut on their second album, The Kinleys II. Many per-
formers don’t wait three years after their debut album to
produce another, but the Kinleys are all about quality
music. Their first album was certified gold and has sold
more than 750,000 copies. It earned the Kinleys the
Academy of Country Music’s award for Best New Duo

Group for 1998. It also brought them nominations from
the American Music Awards and the Country Music
Association. One of the most exciting nominations was
for a Grammy Award.

"I think my mom was still hoping we would give
this up and get real jobs at that time. We had put in so
much time and effort and the odds of making it in this
business are slim. She was with us when we stepped out
of the limo at the Grammys. There were flash bulbs going
off and people trying to get pictures calling our name.
She realized right then that this was a big deal. She
started crying and then we started crying, it was really
special,” laughs Jennifer.

The duo wanted their next effort to be a great
album, not just a rush follow up. “We spent a lot of time
writing and listening to songs to come up with an album
that was who we are musically. The first half of the album
was recorded with the same producers as our debut.
Then we decided to have singer/songwriter Radney
Foster produce the second half. We are really proud of
this body of work. It shows how much we have grown
musically over the past three years,” says Jennifer.

Their music is a soulful mix that can best be
described as southern grit. Heather sings lead and
Jennifer sings harmony. The duo’s sound has a texture
that draws the listener in and makes you replay the CD
over and over. The songs are uniquely suited to their
blend of voices and, while the album has great diversity,
there is a common thread that seems to pull it all togeth-
er.

Both newly married this last year, the duo will be
touring and promoting their new album in 2001. They
were featured in November on CMT, where their videos
are always among the most requested. Upcoming
appearances and performance dates can be found on
their web site at www.kinley.com. -DB

Editor’s Note - We do a celebrity interview with a per-
former in every issue so we get a lot of requests from
publicists around the country to spotlight their clients, as
well a large number of CDs to listen to. My office, like
many others, has a set group of CDs that are my per-
sonal favorites and I haven’t added any new ones in
more than 3 years. The Kinleys II has now joined the
bermanent lineup in my own CD player along with Sheryl
Crow, Stevie Nicks, The Eagles, and Lynyrd Skynyrd.
Great company I'd say.

Saddle Baron * Winter 20071 » Dage 19




